Digital archives and communication highways in health care require a second look at the legal framework of the seventies.
The present state of the art and the state of practice regarding legal aspects of medical informatics are reported. Examples are taken from networking, archiving, and virtual reality. It is derived that the data protection concepts of the seventies are covering only some legal aspects of the application scene today and in the future. Thus a far wider legal approach is necessary. It can only be mastered if engineers and lawyers discuss future trends and derive together a new legal framework for medical computer systems in the late nineties. As computers will be everywhere from childhood to death the key issue is not to just protect an individual but to positively frame an information society.